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THE RESULTS ARE IN
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PRESS PRESSURE
OPINIONS, page 6

A SPACE TO CREATE
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Eleven candidates ran. Only 10 were elected
to Student Government senate. Read about
your new student representatives and the
historically low voter turnout that brought
them to the table.

In celebrating the newspaper’s 50th
anniversary, the university’s marketing and
communications department omitted some
key milestones in our coverage. Editor-inChief Emily Wunderlich describes why this
was unacceptable.

Residents in the Old Southeast district of St.
Petersburg have created a community of artists,
establishing their neighborhood as an official
“artists enclave.” Learn about the artists’
journey to build the vibrant arts community
just south of campus.
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Local fees

to rise

By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu
he university plans to
raise local fees for new
students at USF St.
Petersburg and USF SarasotaManatee when consolidation
takes effect on July 1.
But the change will only
impact students who enroll
after that date.
Local fees are a portion of
students’ tuition, billed per
credit hour. The fees break
down into three types: the
Activities and Services fee,
which goes toward student
organizations on campus; the
health fee and the athletic fee.
Right now, students at USF
St. Petersburg pay $32.98
per credit hour in local fees.
Students at USF SarasotaManatee pay $28.45. In the
consolidated model, students
from all three campuses will
pay the same $36.48 fee as
students at USF Tampa.
Nicholas Setteducato,
regional vice chancellor of
administrative and financial
services, told Student
Government senators at an
Oct. 28 general assembly
meeting that the new fee
structure will only apply to
new students or those who
“stop out” and need to reenroll.
“It’s not an increase in
any one individual fee,”
Setteducato said. “It’s an
increase to all of the local fees
in total. Therefore, we have
the ability on both Sarasota
and St. Petersburg to utilize
that increment where it’s
needed on those campuses.”
The plan comes from a
desire to “level out” the local
fee structure to meet that of
the “pre-eminent campus,
which is Tampa,” Setteducato
said.
“Although the price will
be going up in total, what I
want to stress is that you’re
not being told how to spend,”
he said.
The plan to decide how
to spend that money is to
reestablish the campus’ local
fees committee. In the past,
Setteducato said, the campus
had a local fees committee,
but government restrictions
have prevented the university
from raising student fees.

T
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“Airing your dirty laundry” can often be difficult and embarrassing, but the survivors of domestic and sexual
abuse from Community Action Stops Abuse support groups embraced this at the Harborwalk on Oct. 31, hanging
their thoughts and emotions out for everyone to see. See story, page 4.

Students organize hygiene
drive for local nonprofits
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

P

rofessor Karin
Braunsberger, who
teaches an online
course called “Principles
of Entrepreneurship,” likes
assigning projects where
students do “real-life work”
whenever possible.
This semester, while
brainstorming projects, she
was contacted by Wanda
Chaves, a USF alumna, who
provided a pre-built project
that would have students
work with local nonprofit
organizations.
The project, Social
Entrepreneurship Experiential
Program, was created
by Clean the World, an
organization that collects and
recycles used soap and other
hygiene products from the
hospitality industry.
As part of the project, six
teams of students were told
to find locally accessible
nonprofit organizations in
need of hygiene products.
After each team is finished
raising their money this
week, they will send it to

Clean the World for “build
kits.”
The class is planning to
host a hygiene kit-building
party in the lobby of Lynn
Pippenger Hall on Nov. 13
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
During the building party,
students and faculty will
be invited to help put the
hygiene kits together and
write notes of encouragement
to those who receive them.
Each kit will contain a
bar of recycled soap, bottles
of shampoo, conditioner and
lotion, a disposable razor, a
toothbrush, toothpaste and a
washcloth.
“The reason I chose it
as a semester project is
because it gives real life
experience,” Braunsberger
said. “So instead of talking
about how to form teams
and make sure that the teams
work well together, they’re
experiencing this in a realworld environment.”
Braunsberger added that
it’s important for students
to develop skills in team

management, conflict
resolution, setting goals and
time management.
“I thought that would be
really unique for students
to be in an industry
environment while still being
in a safe environment in
college,” Braunsberger said.
Students will send their
hygiene kits to the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic,
Pinellas Hope, ALPHA
House of Pinellas County,
Pinellas County Homeless
Leadership Board, Daystar
Life Center and Sol Relief.
Braunsberger said the
resilience and creativity of
her students was impressive;
some students raised money
through GoFundMe, while
others organized fundraising
events.
Bryan Carpenter, a junior
entrepreneurship major,
feels like his team fell short
with the $400 they raised
on GoFundMe. There was
another setback, too: The
first $200 his team raised was
sent directly to St. Petersburg

Free Clinic because of a
mistake with the GoFundMe
page. With the remaining
money, they will be able to
put together about 40 hygiene
kits.
“We still did a valiant
effort,” Carpenter said. “It
was an honest mistake. It
happens, but, you know,
it’s not like it went to some
hacker in Russia.”
Carpenter said he hopes
the hygiene kits his team
donates will help homeless
people “feel human again.”
Braunsberger said she
plans on reusing the SEEP
project in later semesters,
but will likely change the
workflow so students have a
better idea of everything the
project entails earlier in the
semester.
“A lot of our students
stay here after they graduate,
so having a network of
community members that can
help them in their professions
later on, that’s also very
important,” she said.

>> SEE FEES on P2
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FEES, continued from P1
“The reason why (the local
fees committee is) out of
practice is, for many years now,
the universities in the state of
Florida have been pretty much
prohibited from increasing
any fees whatsoever,” he
said, referring to the state
government’s desire to keep
student financial burdens low.
The members of the
local fees committee will be
appointed by the regional
chancellor and will constitute a
joint membership of students,
faculty and administration.
The local fees committee
will decide how the local
fees break down — that is,
how much of students’ local
fees will go to Activities and
Services, health and athletics.
Setteducato also told
senators that there is no
plan to change the Green
Energy fee, which funds
environmental initiatives on
the St. Petersburg and Tampa
campuses respectively, via the
Student Green Energy Fund.
Students pay $1 per credit

hour for the fee.
Setteducato said that
consolidation may also bring
an “oversight committee”
for each campus’ local fee
committee. The oversight
committee would be a
university body with
representatives from each
campus who will “provide
oversight of all three
campuses to ensure equity of
services.”
“They just want to make
sure that if there ...are similar
services that are being
provided (on each campus),
that everyone (has) access to
it,” Setteducato said. “You
shouldn’t have to wait longer
here for a service just because
you have less money here.
“The (oversight) committee
is not going to prevent the local
fee committee from setting how
the money is spent, but they are
going to look across all three
campuses just to make sure
that there’s always that check
and balance for equity for the
students.”

CAMPUS

CURRENT
COST INCREASE
FEE UNDER
FEE
CONSOLIDATION FOR 15-CREDIT
(PER CREDIT
HOUR SEMESTER
MODEL
HOUR)

TAMPA

$36.48

$36.48

N/A

ST.
PETERSBURG

$32.98

$36.48

$60
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SENATE ELECTION
RESULTS

$28.45

$36.48

SG senators elected as
turnout drops
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

O
ELECTED
Amy Campbell-Oates
Courtesy of Maria Starr

122 votes
SARASOTAMANATEE

TH E C ROW ’ S N EST

ELECTED
Madeline Rhodes

Katlynn Mullins | The Crow’s
Nest

122 votes

$120.45
MK BRITTAIN | THE CROW’S NEST

While the changes will take effect July 1, the new structure will only affect
students who enroll at the university after that date.

RE-ELECTED
Veronica Jimenez
Courtesy of Veronica
Jimenez

118 votes

ELECTED
Isaiah Castle
Courtesy of Isaiah
Castle

99 votes

ELECTED
Caitlyn Roland

Courtesy of Caitlyn Roland

108 votes

RE-ELECTED
Katherine Fishman
Courtesy of Katherine
Fishman

88 votes

f 4,217 eligible
student voters, only
223 voted in this
year’s Student Government
senate election — a decrease
from last year’s 256.
Elections were held on
Oct. 28 and 29, and 10 of
11 candidates were elected.
Each voter was able to choose
up to five candidates.
The new senators will start
their term in the spring, but
will most likely be sworn in
later this semester, according
to Student Body President
Jadzia “Jazzy” Duarte.
Last year, the senate
appropriations committee
was responsible for allocating
$3.1 million in Activities and
Services fees to various USF
St. Petersburg organizations,
like the Harborside Activities
Board, The Crow’s Nest and
the Office of Multicultural
Affairs. They were also
responsible for writing
their own budget.
But, with the adoption of
a new SG constitution that
reorganized all three campus’
student governments into
one centralized organization,
that responsibility will fall
on a Tampa-based senate, led
primarily by Tampa senators.
The USF St. Petersburg senate
will be tasked with making
budgetary recommendations.

Maria Starr, SG’s
supervisor of elections, said
three people submitted
paper votes, but two claimed
Tampa as their home campus,
therefore making them
ineligible to vote in the St.
Petersburg campus election.
The third voter “was not
found in the system.”
“The voter turnout was 5
percent of the USFSP student
population, so it is in my best
interest to raise that number
by the next election... in the
spring 2020 semester,” Starr
said in an email.
Veronica Jimenez, Amy
Campbell-Oates and Madeline
Rhodes each received
approximately 12 percent of
the votes.
Caitlyn Roland received 11
percent of the votes.
Isaiah Castle received ten
percent, Katherine Fishman
received nine percent and
Jonathan Hatzistefanou
received eight percent of the
eligible votes.
Connor Baird, Daymia
Bonilla and Eran Fruehauf
each received seven percent
of the votes.
Chase Cooley, who
received six percent of the
votes, was not re-elected.
Robert Herron, assistant
director of Student Life &
Engagement, said he noticed

Vote Net — the program SG
used during this election —
automatically raised each
applicant’s percentage of
votes to the closest percentage
point. Herron manually
counted the votes to ensure
accuracy.
Baird and Campbell-Oates
were added to the ballots
after missing the application
deadline.
“The reason for my
acceptance of the two
applicants was to get the
senate seats filled,” Starr said.
“At first, when I had only
nine applicants, there was one
student who contacted me
about permission to turn in the
application late. Considering
I needed 10 seats filled, I
accepted his application.
“Later that same day,
another student asked the
same question, and out of
being ethically correct, I had
to accept her application, too,
which resulted in a contested
election.”
Each candidate needed
to be enrolled in at least six
credit hours and have a 2.5
cumulative GPA to qualify.
“Regarding the fairness and
the good faith of rule-following,
I have not heard anything from
anyone regarding cheating, and
that makes me very happy,”
Starr said.

Festival of Reading returns
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

M
ELECTED
Jonathan Hatzistefanou
Courtesy of Jonathan
Hatzistefanou

80 votes

ELECTED
Connor Baird
Courtesy of Connor
Baird

Correction
A story published in the Oct. 28 issue about The Crow’s Nest’s coverage of the USC’s finances in 2012 identified the former managing editor
by a previous name. Her name is Allison Guinn.

70 votes

ELECTED
Daymia Bonilla
Courtesy of Daymia
Bonilla

71 votes

NOT RE-ELECTED
Chase Cooley
Courtesy of Chase
Cooley

59 votes

Not pictured: Eran Fruehauf, who was elected
with 70 votes.

ore than 50 authors
will be on campus
next week for the
27th annual Tampa Bay Times
Festival of Reading.
Bestselling authors will
be in Lynn Pippenger Hall,
Davis Hall and the University
Student Center on Nov.
9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Some events will be held
off campus at the Poynter
Institute and the Fish &
Wildlife Research Institute.
R.L. Stine, the bestselling
author of “Goosebumps,” will
headline this year. The event’s
schedule — which is subject
to change — says Stine will
speak about his new novel,
“Revenge of the Invisible
Boy,” from 10–10:45 a.m. in
the University Student Center.
Meg Cabot, a New York
Times bestseller, will speak
about her new novel, “No
Judgments,” from noon–12:15
in the University Student
Center.
Dave Barry will speak
about his novel “Lessons From

DEVIN RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

The Tampa Bay Times Festival of Reading will be free to attend.

Lucy: The Simple Joys of an
Old, Happy Dog” from 1–1:45
p.m. in the University Student
Center.
The final headliner,
Edwidge Danticat, will talk
about her novel, “Everything
Inside,” from 2–2:45 p.m. in
the University Student Center.
Alexia Arthurs, who writes
for O, the Oprah Magazine,
said the novel was “Haunting,
profound—an answered
prayer for those who have
long treasured Danticat’s
essential contributions to the
Caribbean literary canon.”
USF St. Petersburg
professor Ray Arsenault will

also speak at the event from
10–10:45 a.m. in Room 105 at
the Poynter Institute. During
his presentation, Arsenault
will discuss “Arthur Ashe: A
Life,” which former President
Barack Obama featured on his
2018 reading list.
The Festival of Reading
is free and will feature book
signings, a book market,
food trucks and exhibits. For
more details, visit the event’s
website at https://www.
tampabay.com/expos/festivalof-reading/.
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Victims speak out on their struggles
with abuse through art
T
By Seth Payan
Contributor

he words “When you
learn to hide the pain,
you lose yourself” in
black contrasted the bright
green T-shirt they were painted
on.
A vibrant array of other
colorful shirts surrounded it,
each one featuring a similar
emotional statement that
seemed to leave onlookers
feeling empathetic, shocked,
disturbed or all of the above.
“Airing your dirty laundry”
can often be difficult and
embarrassing, but the survivors
of domestic and sexual abuse
from Community Action
Stops Abuse support groups
embraced this, hanging their
thoughts and emotions out for
everyone to see.
On Oct. 31, the Wellness
Center at USF St. Petersburg
hosted CASA and their
own Clothesline Project on
Harborwalk from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Jessica Dickerson, a
prevention advocate for CASA,
and Nicole Puia, a volunteer,
sat nearby on Harborwalk.
They provided information to
onlookers who took interest
in the event, or listened to
them share their personal
connections to what they saw.
“I was working with some
of the survivors that were
creating the last couple of
shirts yesterday, and it was
a very powerful experience
watching them,” Dickerson
said. “You watch them go
through the process of thinking

what they wanted to say before
putting it on the shirt. They felt
empowered to have a platform
and an outlet for their voices to
be heard.”
The original Clothesline
Project dates back to 1990,
when shirts were hung in
Hyannis, Massachusetts, to
act as witness to the tens of
thousands of domestic abuse
survivors.
The clotheslines on both
sides of the Harborwalk
displayed numerous colorful
T-shirts that drew the attention
of passersby. But it wasn’t
the vibrant colors that caused
people to stop and stare; it was
the messages they shared.
All of them spilled tales
and quotes from each survivor,
recreating the emotions from
their struggles with domestic
and sexual abuse.
The colors served a purpose
beyond attracting eyes.
White shirts represented
women who died from the
violence they endured. Yellow
shirts told the stories of
battered or assaulted women.
Red, pink and orange shirts
contained the stories of rape
and sexual assault survivors.
Blue and green shirts
represented survivors of incest.
Purple shirts told the stories
of women attacked because of
their sexual orientation. Lastly,
black shirts represented women
who were attacked for political
reasons.
“With this event, we hope
to inspire people to realize that

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

A vibrant array of colorful shirts, each one featuring an emotional statement,
hang across from the University Student Center.
they’re not alone,” Dickerson
said. “We want to inspire
survivors and victims who
don’t even know what they’re
surviving right now so that
they see some of their own
experiences on these pieces of
clothing and recognize that they
need to reach out for support.”
Dickerson elaborated on
CASA’s new “#CallItWhatItIs”
campaign, which focuses
on pressuring the media and
community members to “call
out domestic violence by its
name to put a spotlight on
this public health epidemic,”
according to CASA’s website.
“We’ve identified news

articles that report homicide
due to domestic abuse — about
11 in Pinellas county last year
— and only four of them used
the word ‘abuse,’” Dickerson
said. “There are many other
examples of this happening in
the media, and we encourage
the community to see the
research we’ve done on our
website.”
Puia is a relatively new
volunteer with CASA and is
working on becoming a shelter
advocate in hopes of working
one-on-one with survivors.
“When I found out about
CASA, I was just looking at
volunteer organizations online,”

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Different colored shirts hang along the Harborwalk, with each color serving a specific purpose. Red, pink
and orange shirts told the stories of rape and sexual assault survivors, while white ones represented
women who died from the abuse they endured.

Puia said. “I noticed the thrift
store before, but I didn’t know
about the actual organization...
Since being around them, I’ve
been surprised by the amount
of services they offer, and I
love seeing how dedicated they
all are to their purpose.”
Dickerson reflected on her
work with CASA, but one of
the most memorable is still her
first participant.
“She approached me, barely
knowing any English, and told
me about her abusive husband
that brought her to the United
States. He married her to bring
her to the country and would
later use that immigration fact
as control,” she said. “She
eventually became pregnant,
using that as one more reason
to fight for her life against the
physical and sexual abuse.”
According to Dickerson,
the woman escaped and began
searching for agencies and
shelters that would provide
help — to little avail.
“She would frequently
just be pushed along toward
someone else, with no one
looking to help her in her
current state,” Dickerson
said. “She told me, when she
eventually got to me, that if she
pushed along to someone else
one more time, she wouldn’t
have the strength to continue.
“This cause was still very
new to me, like I said she was
my first participant, so I felt the
pressure. But I helped her, and
I handled it creatively to make
sure she received the resources
and guidance that she needed.
In that moment, I realized that
this kind of work fulfilled me.
She went on to go through our
entire program, had her baby,
found a place to live and had
her happy ending.”
Dickerson said she received
an email from the woman later
detailing her “new life.”
“She told me, ‘Now every
smile on my child’s face is
yours,’” Dickerson said.
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Museum of Fine Arts hosts
evolutionary insect exhibit
By Adam Arbisi
Contributor

S

plat, smack, squish and
scream are all words
usually associated with
insects. But for Jennifer
Angus, they represent art,
murals, conservation and
interpretation.
Angus is a modern day
artist who uses exotic insects
to create visual masterpieces.
One might wonder why
she chose this method to
express herself. This can be
answered by digging into her
beginnings as an artist and a
scholar, then seeing her work
at “‘The Grasshopper and
the Ant’ and Other Stories”
exhibition at the Museum of
Fine Arts.
Docent Erin Wilson
explained how and why
Angus used more than 5,000
bugs to build an exhibition
that is part environmental
statement and part fantasy
world. The exhibition,
which is based on a work
in the museum’s permanent
collection, is open through
Jan. 5.
In the exhibition, there
are insects climbing on the
walls in various formations.
Some are suspended in jelly
jars, and others are crawling
across dinner plates and
pinned up to illustrate the
seven deadly sins.
Each room of the
exhibition was designed to
evoke a different feeling.
This is the largest exhibition
that Angus, who teaches art at
The University of WisconsinMadison, has ever mounted.
It was commissioned by the
Museum of Fine Arts.
While self-interpretation
is key, Angus makes it clear
that conservation is a strong
message being conveyed.
Docents, during tours of the
exhibit, share facts about
the importance of insects
in our ecosystem. Wilson,
a curatorial assistant, said
“without bees, human life as
we know it would cease to
exist in four days.”
Wilson and the other
docents offer valuable
insights into Angus’ work
that may be difficult for
casual observers to realize on
their own. Despite personal
interpretation being a large
focus of the exhibit, it is
beneficial to have a docent
explain in depth what each
piece might signify.
Ever since she was
a child, Angus has been
fascinated with nature and
the environment. With that
passion in mind, she set out
to discover the world and
pursue her interests. She has

COURTESY OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Upon entering the exhibit, guests enter a tightly enclosed hallway lined with
insects sealed in jars. Each jar is handmade from all-natural materials.

COURTESY OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

“‘The Grasshopper and the Ant’ and Other Stories,” at the Museum of Fine Arts
in St. Petersburg, is an artistic showcase consisting entirely of insects and
insect products found during the leading artist’s travels.

COURTESY OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

All the taxidermy animals seated around the table are found in Florida.

a bachelor’s degree from the
Nova Scotia College of Art
and Design and a master’s
from the Art Institute of
Chicago. Her global travels
fostered her passion for art
and the environment.
Angus noticed the exotic
insects at all the places she
visited. She thought of how
she could use her skills to
display their beauty and
her passion. It was this
culmination that eventually
led to the creation of “‘The
Grasshopper and the Ant’
and Other Stories.” The
exhibition is an artistic
showcase consisting entirely
of insects found during her
travels.
The exhibition is unique to
the Museum of Fine Arts and
will not be shown anywhere
else. The artist changes the
exhibit to reflect a piece of
work at each location.
Upon entering the
exhibit, one is enclosed
in a tight hallway with
insects sealed in jars. Each
jar is handmade from allnatural materials. Down the
hallway, a large open room
appears with ceilings over
two stories tall. Covering
each wall is a mural, made
solely out of exotic insects.
Angus’ preferred insects of
choice are the cicada and
grasshopper.
Wilson explained that
Angus has spent over 20
years carefully collecting and
purchasing exotic insects in
order to create her exhibits.
No insect is ever wasted,
and, if broken, every insect is
re-utilized in another form of
her exhibit.
The theme of conservation
is highlighted throughout the
room. On the wall hangs a
cuckoo clock deemed “the
Doomsday Clock,” which
signifies the destruction of
our environment and the
importance of conservation.
Note cards placed
underneath some murals
have brief quotes that allow
the viewer to interpret each
mural on their own. Angus
places the interpretation on
the viewer, stating that “there
are no right answers” when
viewing the exhibit.
Jennifer Argus’ “‘The
Grasshopper and the Ant’
and Other Stories” is in
the Hazel Hough Gallery
at the Museum of Fine
Arts St. Petersburg, 255
Beach Dr. NE, through Jan.
5. For information about
hours, tickets and other
programming in conjunction
with the show, go to
mfastpete.org.
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Letter from the Editor: Censorship by
omission is still censorship
THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
and its surrounding community. The
Crow’s Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com
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Katlynn Mullins
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Carrie Pinkard
Op-Ed & Feature Editor
Jonah Hinebaugh
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Savannah Carr

Design Staff

By Emily Wunderlich
Senior Journalism &
Digital Communication
Major

ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu

Y

ou might have
noticed that the 50th
anniversary of our
newspaper briefly appeared
on USF St. Petersburg’s home
page last week.
On Oct. 28, the university’s
marketing and communications
department posted our lengthy
story about the history of The
Crow’s Nest that appeared
on the front page of our print
edition earlier that day. I gave
them permission to do so,
provided we were credited for
our work.
But I didn’t give them
permission to edit our story in
any way. And that’s exactly
what they did.
“We had to shorten it
up a bit for our purposes,”
said Matthew Cimitile,
communications officer for the
university, in an email after the
story was live.

Operations Staff

Marketing Manager
Brianna Rodriguez
Adviser
Rob Hooker

The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no more
than 500 words. Writers must include
their full name. In addition, USF faculty
should include their title, department
and extension. All letters are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Letters can
be sent to
ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu
with subject title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Where available, additional copies
may be purchased for 10 cents each by
contacting the newspaper’s editor-inchief or managing editor. Newspaper
theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
university discipline.

fact and were reported as such.
To delete them is to imply
they never happened. But they
played a significant role in
shaping our campus’ history.
If you take that away,
what’s left to celebrate?
Many of us on staff — and
our adviser, a former reporter
and editor at the Tampa Bay
Times — were shocked and
insulted by the marketing
department’s decision.
We demanded the
university retract its
publication of our story the
following day.
It did.
But we received no apology
or adequate explanation as
to why omitting key facts
in the campus’ history was
warranted.
I advised Carrie O’Brion,
the director of marketing
and communications, that I
was writing a column about
this and asked if she wanted
to respond. This is what she
wrote in an email:
“We were very pleased to
help commemorate the 50th
anniversary of The Crow’s
Nest, which is a significant
milestone. We published to
the university’s website the
portions of the story that
highlighted the history and
the accomplishments of the
newspaper.
“Since you objected to the
content that was posted, we
removed the story from our
website, as you requested.”

We recognize that public
relations is a lot different than
journalism, but the basic ethical
values should be the same. If
the university wanted a more
positive spin on campus history
for the paper’s 50th anniversary,
it should have written its own
story.
The Crow’s Nest owns all
work published in the paper,
including stories, photos and
graphics, unless otherwise
stated. If we let another entity
publish our work, we expect
it to appear exactly as it did in
our paper unless previously
arranged.
Former news editor Anna
Bryson interned at Creative
Loafing while she worked for
us. If we shared content between
publications, we always credited
the other and never made
changes without asking first.
This semester, our visuals
editor, Thomas Iacobucci,
interns at WUSF Public Media.
We’ve allowed them to use his
photos — with credit to us —
and they’ve never modified
them.
We expect the same
level of professionalism
and transparency from
our university’s marketing
department.
To read the Crow’s Nest
history story in full, visit
http://crowsneststpete.
com/2019/10/28/the-crowsnest-at-50-your-lookout-onour-waterfront-campus/.

Letter to the Editor: ‘Something must
be done’ about parking garage suicides
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Letters to The Editor

Cimitile did not mention
exactly what was shortened,
nor did he elaborate on what
“our purposes” were. Since
the university only publishes
on the web and not in print,
it never occurred to me that
length would be an issue. (The
story ran just above 2,000
words.)
In all, about 15 paragraphs
of material that some on the
Tampa campus might find
unflattering were removed.
Gone were paragraphs that
described the uncertain future
that the St. Petersburg campus
and The Crow’s Nest face when
consolidation takes effect next
July.
Gone were paragraphs that
described what may have been
the paper’s first editorial, on
Dec. 1, 1971. It urged Tampa
administrators to “stop treating
this campus like an unwanted
step-child.”
And gone were paragraphs
that described what the paper
called “the uneasy relationship
between St. Petersburg and
Judy Genshaft, who changed
the leadership of the campus
six times in her 19 years as
USF system president.”
There’s no other
explanation for the deletions.
They weren’t a coincidence.
They undermined the integrity
of our work and our role as a
campus watchdog for the last
50 years.
The events reported in our
story happened as a matter of

By Frank Cirillo
USF Tampa alumnus

D

ear fellow alumni,
students, faculty, and
members of the Tampa
community,
I would like to begin this letter
by saying if you are struggling
with suicidal thoughts, please call
the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.
In light of the recent suicide at
the USF Beard parking garage and
the spotlight on mental health in
the most recent issue of the USF
Alumni Association Magazine,
I felt compelled to write this
letter in the hopes of generating
preventative action around
suicides at the university parking
facilities.
As a former campus leader,
I think it’s imperative that the

university address what happened
a few weeks ago and, more
importantly, that it does something
to prevent suicides in the future.
Whether it be through direct
action by the administration,
a Student Government-funded
project, or a grassroots effort
led by students and student
organizations, something must
be done about suicides at parking
garages on campus. Simply Google
“suicide at parking garage,” and
you will be flooded with hundreds
of articles, scientific studies and
plans surrounding this issue.
I would like to draw attention
to the plan written up by
International Parking Institute,
which can be found online at
http://bit.ly/parking-garagesuicides.
On Page 5 of the document,
you will see fencing that has been
installed on top floors of parking
garages with the specific aim of
preventing suicides. While a small
amount of suicides per year occur
by jumping according to the IPI
report, the issue can be prevented
at a relatively low cost.
“The cost to screen levels four
and higher in a seven- or eightlevel garage is about $220,000,”
according to a University of Iowa
study cited in the IPI report.
A quarter-million dollars per

parking garage is a lot, but how
much is a life worth?
I am not saying fences and
screens on parking garages will
eradicate suicides, but they will
further the conversation around
mental health awareness and
hopefully prevent suicides at
parking garages.
I hope this letter will generate
action at some level, so that the
young woman’s tragic death at the
Beard garage can help increase
preventative measures in the local
community. I realize change at
the governmental level is slow
and painful, but make this issue a
priority.
If the administration won’t
address it, make a multi-year plan
to pay for it over time in Student
Government. Lobby the Florida
Legislature for specific funds to
pay for fencing and screening at
all public universities and local
municipalities. Pressure private
institutions with parking garages,
especially hospitals, to add fencing
and screens as well.
While I have been removed
from Florida politics for some
time now — and USF Student
Government politics for even
longer — I know that if the
political will is behind an issue,
policymakers can find creative
ways to pay for things without
raising fees or taxes.

If you agree that we need to
address suicides at the parking
garages on campus, sign my
petition asking USF to add fences
to all university garage rooftops
and screens to all garage levels
above the third floor by the end of
this school year. The petition can
be found online at http://bit.ly/
usfpetition.
Contact university
officials, Student Government
representatives and elected
officials to demand action.
While the woman who lost her
life wasn’t a USF student, we as a
community should work to address
this aspect of suicide prevention on
campus in memory of her life.
Sincerely,
Frank A. Cirillo
During his time at USF, Mr.
Cirillo was a senator-at-large
and solicitor general in Student
Government, a founding father and
officer of his fraternity, Sigma Pi,
president and vice president of the
Order of the Golden Brahman, and
a member of the Honors College
and Provost’s Scholars Program.
He graduated with honors in 2016
with a double major in economics

and political science and is
currently pursuing a master of
science in applied economics at
Johns Hopkins University.
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NNB co-organizes
Black History
Preservation Drive
By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu

U

SF St. Petersburg’s
Neighborhood
News Bureau,
in conjunction with the
Tampa Bay Times, the
African American Heritage
Association, the Weekly
Challenger and the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson
Museum, plans to help
document the history of
St. Petersburg’s African
American community.
The organizations will
meet Nov. 9 from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at the Woodson
Museum, 2240 Ninth
Ave. S, to “collect oral
histories, photos and other
archival material from
long-time residents to tell
the story of (what) life was
like here from the 1930s
to the turn of the 21st
century,” according to the
African American Heritage
Association website.
The material will go
toward a project called
“Tourist Town,” which
plans to retell the history
of St. Petersburg from
the perspective of its
historically marginalized
African American
community.
The project’s namesake
comes from the city’s

attempts to segregate the
community away from
the beaches and tourist
attractions.
NNB is a newsroom
on campus covering the
historic African American
neighborhoods of St.
Petersburg, according to
its website. Students run
the newsroom under the
supervision of professor
Bernardo Motta and
graduate assistant Nicole
Slaughter Graham.
Reservations are not
necessary. To reserve a
specific time slot, email
NNB@usf.edu or call 727612-7998.

COURTESY OF USF ST. PETERSBURG

Bernardo Motta

W h at to do t h is we e k: Nov. 4 -1 0
MONDAY
Course registration for
the spring semester opens
today. Students can check
their time slot by logging
into their Oasis account.
Students of color are
encouraged to enjoy lunch
with Jake Diaz, dean of
students, at Dining with
the Dean in Davis 130
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
End your day with
a visit to USF St.
Petersburg’s Annual
Drag Show: Go Drag
Alice in the University
Student Center
Ballrooms. Doors will
open at 7:30 p.m., and the
show begins at 8:15 p.m.
Attendees will receive free
food and 500 Pete Points.

TUESDAY
Interested in learning
more about artificial
intelligence? Guest
speakers Dr. Nicholas
Sabouret and Dr. John
Tessler will discuss
the topic at the Kate
Tiedemann College of
Business auditorium in
Lynn Pippenger Hall,
Room 101, from 4 to 5:15
p.m. Free pizza will be
provided.
WEDNESDAY
Learn about Harriet
Tubman’s escape from
slavery and her historical
impact in a new film called
“Harriet.” The Black
Student Association will
take students to a screening
of “Harriet” at the AMC
Sundial. Students will meet
at the Student Life Center

Atrium at 5:30 p.m.
and will leave at 6 p.m.
Students must fill out a
questionnaire on PeteSync
to RSVP.
THURSDAY
Get your creativity
flowing and make a
holiday card for someone
you know or send it
to a domestic violence
survivor. The event will
take place from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the University Student
Center. The event is
hosted by Sexual Assault
Survivors Support.
Learn how you can
make a meal out of a
microwave. Microwave
Master Chef will take
place from 5 to 6 p.m. at
the COMPASS Office in
H. William Heller Hall,

Room 101, and will offer
free food to attendees.
FRIDAY
Guest speaker Dr.
Benito Chen-Charpentier,
from the University of
Texas-Arlington, will
discuss his research on
the mathematical model
of people who recycle. “A
Mathematical Model of
Recycling” will take place
from 1 to 2 p.m. at the
Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library.
SATURDAY
Meet some local authors
at the annual Tampa
Bay Times Festival of
Reading. The event will
take place on campus from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is
free to the public. Students
can visit tampabay.com/

expos/festival-of-reading/
for a list of the authors and
an event schedule.
Enjoy food, rides,
music and games at the St.
Raphael’s Fall Festival.
The event will be at St.
Raphael Catholic School,
1376 Snell Isle Blvd. NE,
from noon to 11 p.m.
Tickets for the activities
are $1 each.
SUNDAY
Black Crow Coffee Co.
Grand Central District,
2157 First Ave. S, will
host its Third Annual
Ferment Fest from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Tickets
for the workshops can be
purchased at https://www.
flfermentfest.com.
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After years of groundwork, artist
enclave comes to fruition

Story and photos by
Jonah Hinebaugh
jonahh@mail.usf.edu

F

or the first time, artists
living in the Old
Southeast opened their
doors to show off their homebased studios and artwork on
Oct. 19.
The self-guided tour
brought visitors into the
homes of 13 residents in the
Old Southeast Artist Enclave.
The event was organized
in part by Esther Aall, who
helped revitalize the dormant
enclave, which hasn’t held
any significant events since
receiving the designation five
years ago.
Aall, a sculptor, moved
to Old Southeast from
Switzerland in 2016 and, by
chance, learned about the
neighborhood’s designation.
“I should probably check
(the enclave) out and see what
has been done or what I can
do,” Aall recalled saying. “So
I started to talk to people in
the neighborhood and I said,
‘I would love to bring this
alive.’”
The Old Southeast is a
neighborhood of homes just
south of USF St. Petersburg
between Fourth Street S and
Tampa Bay. It includes a
variety of house styles that
range from cheap cottages
to houses costing more than
$600,000.
According to the city of
St. Petersburg’s municipal
code, artist enclaves, or Artist
Enclave Overlay Districts,
“encourage a mix of smallscale, home business uses
oriented toward or supporting
the visual, performing
and cultural arts, while
maintaining the residential
character of the underlying
residential neighborhood.”
The city’s code also
says that these enclaves are
normally established within
“single-family residential

Aall holds a sculpture she made of a bug in her home in Old Southeast. Aall helped
organize the artist enclave’s first self-guided tour and often hosts enclave meetings in her home.
neighborhoods where artists
may live, create work and
market their art.”
To become an artist
enclave, at least two-thirds
of residents in the proposed
district must give their
approval.
Old Southeast is one of
only two enclaves in the city.
The other is the Historic
Kenwood neighborhood.
The enclave has existed
since 2014, thanks to Scott
Durfee – an artist who
uses recycled material to
make jewelry, dresses and
sculptures – and his former

partner, George Medeiros.
Durfee and Medeiros
moved from Philadelphia
to Old Southeast in 2003
and got involved with the
neighborhood association.
“We fell in love with the
charming community,” Durfee
said in an email. “Back then
(Old Southeast) was a not-sogreat neighborhood, which
had many stigmas about its
location in south St. Pete,
and we won’t talk about the
negative color divide of our
city’s history.
“Remember, we relocated
here from (Philadelphia)…

Durfee poses in his home with his artwork during the Old Southeast Artist
Enclave self-guided tour on Oct. 19. Durfee helped the Old Southeast become an
artist enclave five years ago.

the city of brotherly love.”
According to Durfee, in
early 2010 there was a push
for an artist initiative in the
city that led to “Spathose” –
their home-based studio – to
be officially recognized as
one.
Durfee worked closely
with members from the
Historic Kenwood Artist
Enclave when he established
it in Old Southeast.
“This proposal was going
to help all artists in St.
Petersburg by bringing more
attention to the already evergrowing artist movement,”
Durfee said.
After Durfee and Medeiros
halted their partnership, the
enclave remained inactive
until Aall took over as the
unofficial coordinator.
“I had visited Historic
Kenwood, and I knew what
they were doing,” Aall said.
“I thought, OK, we could do
that, too. I actually started
to recruit people and started
to bring them over to do
meetings here. I got people
who are interested in the artist
enclave and let them know
that we are planning to start
making these events happen.”
In June, Aall and others
held a contest to pick a logo
for the enclave. A month later,
after the logo was chosen, a
silent auction of the different
logo submissions was held to
raise funds for the self-guided
tour.

Organizing the tour,
Aall said, was tricky. Some
skeptical residents supported
the initial petition but feared it
would get “too big, too soon”
and fizzle out once again;
others outright opposed the
enclave.
Despite those protests, Aall
said, people who continued to
show up for meetings began
to feel ownership over the
enclave and invested more
time in it.
Aall said she isn’t worried
about the momentum of the
enclave this time around.
“I think something like
an artist’s enclave in a
neighborhood takes time,”
she said. “I’m thinking back
to Historic Kenwood because
I think at the beginning they
had a hard time bringing it up
to speed, and now they have
been around five years.”
What seems most
important to her is
showcasing the talent of all
artists spanning the city’s
five arts districts, museums,
enclaves and outsiders.
“I think there’s space for
everyone,” she said. “If they
bring people from the outside
in, it gives exposure to what
lies beyond us.
“Creativity goes beyond
borders, so there’s no border
for only St. Petersburg. I
think we should be open to
everything.”

